
St. Elizabeth Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: September 18, 2025​  Time: 7:05pm​ Location: St. Elizabeth Parish Basement 
President: Cheryl Zimmermann ​ ​ Vice President: Sharan Novak 
Secretary: Judy Bemboom​ Trustees: Ray Novak and Leo Zimmermann 
 
Meeting was called to order by Cheryl Zimmermann  
Father Matthew led us in prayer. 

 
Secretary’s Report 
 
A. Roll Call: 

1.​ Council members in attendance: Father Matthew, Cheryl Zimmermann, Sharan 
Novak, Judy Bemboom, Dennis Scholl, Geri Ann Scholl, Joe Gapinski, Tim 
Hommerding, Becky Hanson, Leo Zimmermann 

2.​ Absent: Craig Wojciechowski, Ray Novak 
3.​ Parishioners in attendance: Jan Helmin, Cheryl Pick 

 
B. Approval of June 12, 2025 meeting minutes.  

Dennis Scholl motioned to approve, 2nd by Becky Hanson. Motion approved. 
 
C. Approval of agenda.  

Sharan Novak motioned to approve, 2nd by Geri Ann Scholl. Motion approved. 
 
D. Financial Report -   

Tim Hommerding motioned to approve, 2nd by Dennis Scholl. Motion approved. 
 

Old Business -  
A. 2025 Parish Festival  - Jan Helmin provided Festival Financial Report. 
June 28, 2026 will be next year's Parish Festival. 
 
B.  All Things New Updates -  
**9/18/2025 - Father reports there was good discussion. Unsure of merging or 
closing parishes at this time. ACC Planning and Advisory Committee is made up of 
representatives from each parish. Leo Zimmermann will be our representative.  
**6/12/2025** Father reports Foley Area Catholic Community (our Tri Parishes, St. Johns, 
St. Patricks, St. Lawrence, St. Marcus). ACC (Area Catholic Communities) will hold Town 
Halls in the upcoming months to discuss implementing changes for these parishes by 
June 2026.  
One item reported by Father, St. Cloud Diocese would like churches to merge Parish 
Councils.  
 



 
C. Cemetery/tipping of stones -  
**9/18/2025**There were suggestions of ways to correct stones that are tipping. It 
was decided to update our Cemetery Committee to: Tim Hommerding, Dennis 
Scholl, Ray Novak, Judy Bemboom. They will meet to discuss this issue, rules and 
budget. 
**6/12/2025**Discussion to update Cemetery Committee, go over rules and budget. 
Proposal to have one Cemetery Committee for our Tri Parish, 2 from each parish. 
Discuss further at the next meeting.  
 
D. Cemetery Driveway -   
**9/18/2025** Becky Hanson reported that Luke Helmin will remove the old driveway 
late September early Oct 2025. MPM will repave with asphalt. Ray Novak and Luke 
Helmin will determine if we will include the parish house driveway up to pavilion. 
**6/12/2025 decided to use Cemetery Fund to pay for the cemetery driveway project.** 
**3/6/2025 - Discussion on Concrete vs Tar. Ray Novak got a bid from Knife River 
$14,500 for tar and installation labor. Removal of old tar not included in estimate. Parish 
would be responsible for the removal of old tar. It was decided to get a concrete estimate 
also. Need to discuss if the parish house driveway will also be done to the pavilion too. ** 
**12/5/2024 - Becky Hanson reported that Luke Helmin would take care of tearing up and 
removing current tar. Ray Novak reported that Jake Ratke could work on a new driveway 
if concrete is decided. Will discuss this further at the next meeting.** 
**9/19/2024 - no update. Tabled for next meeting. 
Ray Novak reported that John Rueckert recommends the tar driveway be replaced due to 
conditions of the tar. Ray Novak will look at getting it removed and replaced with 
something other than tar. 

 
New Business 
 
A. October 19, 2025, Quilt and Ham Bingo, 1:00pms - Sharan Novak confirmed there 
will be 20 games of bingo, with 10 quilts and 10 hams. Decided on small treats on the 
tables and sweets after the 10th game rather than a light meal afterwards. There will be 2 
- 50/50 raffles. Requesting parishioners bring sweets. Council will provide small items for 
door prizes. 
 
B. Soup Supper, Friday, January 23, 2026 - more discussion at the next meeting. 
 
C. Council Elections for 2026 - will nominate early November 2025. 
Joe Gapinski has completed his 2nd, Final Term. Cannot be re-nominated at this time. 
Sharan Novak, Becky Hanson, Geri Scholl have completed their 1st Term and can 
be re-nominated if they choose to run again. 

 
 

 



Reports 
 
A. Christian Women - Cheryl Pick reported. 
Discussion to continue Boxes of Joy for 2025. 
Bakeless Fundraiser October 2025. 
Fall Conference September 20, 2025 
Next meeting October 21, 2025 
 
B. St. John’s Area School - Father Matthew reports numerous staff changes. Hiring 
currently for a 3rd grade teacher. Student counts are good. 
Walkathon Fundraiser October 3, 2025 

 
Questions & Comments & Concerns from Parishioners 

-​ Thank you to Adam and Rita Novak’s Family for donating the bench located 
outside of the ramp door entrance. 

-​ Thank you to Dennis and Geri Ann Scholl for trimming and clearing tree branches. 
-​ Geri Ann Scholl will purchase a new vacuum cleaner for the church. 

 
Next meeting: Thursday, December 4, 2025 @ 7:00pm 

 
Adjournment 
 
Geri Ann Scholl motioned to approve, 2nd by Joe Gapinski. Approved. 

 
Father Matthew led the council in a closing prayer. 
 
 

Submitted by: 
Judy Bemboom, Council Secretary 
 


